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Five 
sex Community College 


Northern 


faculty were recently 
named recipients of a 
national honor that rec- 
ognizes outstanding fac- 
ulty and staff working at 
the country’s communi- 
ty colleges. (Continues on 


page 4) 


Dr. Westy Egmont, 
founding director of the 
Immigrant Integration 
Lab of the Boston Col- 
lege School of Social 
Work, will address the 
facts around U.S. immi- 
gration and the risks of 


poor immigration pol- 


icy decisions during a 
presentation titled “We 
Need More Immigrants” 
on Wednesday, February 
12 from 11 a.m. to 12:15 
p-m. Free and open to 
the public, the presenta- 
tion will be held in the 
Pentucket Bank Lecture 
Hall in the Spurk Build- 
_ ing. 


Massachusetts Sec- 


retary of Labor and | 


Workforce Development 
Rosalin Acosta, a past 
Northern Essex Com- 
munity College trustee, 
has been selected. to de- 
liver the commencement 
_address to this year’s 
Northern Essex grad- 
uates. The 2020 com- 
mencement ceremony 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 16, 
on.the quadrangle of the 


Haverhill Campus. 
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The NECC Knight Mascot poses with the student leader of the new cheer squad, Roselly Lassus. 


Addition of cheer squad adds school spirit 


Patty GOSSELIN 
Campus life editor 


Roselly Lassus, an exercise sci- 
ence major and Noelia Figuereo, a 
former NECC student and current 
faculty member, have two major 
things in common: their appetite 
for competition and their passion 
for school spirit. 

Together, the two, Lassus: as 
the student leader and Figuereo 
as faculty adviser, are leading 
NECC’s first student interest 
group: cheerleading. And they are 
very busy recruiting students to 
join. 

Lassus, who’s been cheering 
since she was in the fifth grade 


_says that she saw there was no 


cheer team after she enrolled at 
NECC, so she decided to get it up 
and running on her own. 

She messaged Athletic Di- 
rector Dan Blair to get the OK to 
start the process of assembling the 
cheer squad. 


“] think it’s a nice addition, 
they have potential to be strong 
moving forward in the future. 
It’s my hope that if they’re gonna 
build a program that they'd be in- 
terested in showing support at the 
basketball games,” said Blair. 

So far, they have varied stu- 
dent interest but Karleny Leon, a 
business transfer major, is a fixed 
member. Leon said she wanted 
to join the cheerleading squad to 
support her best friend, Lassus, in 
her passion. 

Lassus has the experience to 
lead a successful squad, she was 
captain of the varsity cheer team 
at Whittier Tech her junior and 
senior year and led them to first 
place in multiple competitions. 

Figuereo, who is acting as fac- 
ulty advisor for the squad, knows 
a little bit about competing too. 
“I come from a very competitive 


background because | was a track 
and field athlete here,” she says. 

When she was a student here in 
2010-11, she captured two nation- 
al championship titles, the wom- 
en’s 100 and 200-meter, from the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA). 

She was the first individual 
student and first female student to 
be inducted to the NECC hall of 
fame. She went on to Merrimack 
College on a track and field schol- 
arship. 

Figuereo welcomes the chance 
to help empower females through 
the cheer squad, “it’s a passion of 
mine,” she says. 

To turn the cheerleading in- 
terest group into an official club 
the girls have to get 10 students 
to sign thejr petition, they are also 
planning fundraisers. 


Story continues on page 7 


Feb. 12- NECC will | 
hold a series of ses- 
sions highlighting the 
health programs of- 
fered at the associate 
degree and certificate 
level at the Dr. Ibrahim 
El-Hefni Allied Health 
& Technology Center, 
414 Common St., Law- 
rence, at 5:30 p.m. The 


dates are Feb. Le Mo h 


Feb. 17- No cl 


due to President 


“Feb, 20- Virtual 
ality field trip to Mind 
trek VR in Woburn. $25 
with valid NECC ID. 


_ March 6-_ Escape 
room trip to Boda Borg 
in Malden. 25$ with 
Valid NECC ID. . 


Haverhill Campus __ 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 fone ae 

cell phone. Extension 333. 

from any campus p! on 
either campus. 
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What the %&*# happened in Iowa 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Last week the Iowa caucus 
kicked off the race to see who 
would be running for president 
on the democratic ticket. And it 
was... an absolute mess. 

Both Pete Buttigieg, mayor 
from South Bend, Indiana, and 
Bernie Sanders, senator from 
Vermont, both seemed to claim 
victory after the polls closed. 

First things first, what is a cau- 
cus and how is it different from a 
primary? 

In a primary election voters 
select one of the candidates from 
their party to run for president in 
a private and anonymous process, 

The candidate with the most 
votes in a state will get all of their 
states delegates if it is a ‘win- 
ner take all primary’, or receive 
a portion of delegates in a ‘pro- 
portional primary’, according to 
270towin. 


The caucus process is differ- 
ent. Voters in each local precinct 
gather in gyms, bars and base- 
ments to have a, hopefully civil, 
discussion on the presidential 
election, not just vote for a spe- 
cific candidate. 

Supporters of each candidate 
get the opportunity to change the 
mind of supporters of other can- 
didates and to sway undecided 
voters to their candidate, accord- 
ing to howstuffworks. It can cer- 
tainly be a messy process. 

Don’t worry, it gets even more 
confusing. The results don’t even 
have an exact and direct impact 
on the delegates sent to the na- 
tional convention. 

270 states, “In Iowa the pre- 
cinct caucuses help to portion out 
delegates for the county conven- 
tions, which help to choose dele- 
gates for the district conventions, 
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which vote to choose delegates 
for the state convention, which 
finally chooses the delegate dis- 
tribution for the national conven- 
tion.” 

Don’t get too hung up on try- 
ing to understand all of that. All 
you need to know is the Iowa 
Caucus is important because it 
serves as the first measuring stick 
for the candidates and their cam- 
paign. A bad showing can spell 
doom for a campaign. ‘ 

So why can’t we figure out 
who performed best in lowa? 
Good Ole’ Technological failure. 

Caucus organizers were sup- 
posed to use an application to re- 
port the results, according to the 
NewYork Times. This application 
failed and they had to resort to 
the back up plan of calling the 
results, 

But when they tried to call in 


the results they found that they 
needed a code from their smart- 
phones to report the results. That 
normally wouldn’t have been a 
problem seeing as we are living in 
the technological age and every- 
thing, but their organizers were 
told not to bring their phones. 

Officials tried phoning in the 
results to be recorded on a goo- 
gle spreadsheet. But the person 
in charge of recording the results 
didn’t know how to use a google 
spreadsheet properly, according 
to the New York Times. Yeah... 
absolute mess might’ ve an under- 
statement. 

They then began emailing the 
forms that recorded the results to 
a dedicated email, but officials 
had trouble deciphering the hand- 
written forms. 

When all was said and done, 
or as said and done as it was go- 


ing to get, Pete Buttigieg narrow- 
ly beat Bernie Sanders in the of- 
ficial results. But the controversy 
doesn’t stop there. 

The company that ran the app 
was discovered to have allegedly 
received some funding from Pete 
Buttigieg, leading to some con- 
spiracy-minded people claiming 
that there was voting fraud. The 
name of that company? Shadow 
Inc. This Whole debacle is start- 
ing to seem like a Carmen Sandi- 
ego episode, 

Please let it be noted that this 
connection has not been verified, 
and was only added to give the 
reader a sense of the climate fol- 
lowing the aftermath of the lowa 
Caucus. 

What does this all mean? 

I have no clue, besides the fact 
that we are going to have a very 
interesting race to witness. 


Roaming Reporter 


What helps you stay positive in this political 


climate? 


CAROLINE HAMILTON COLBY PATRI 
PSYCHOLOGY PSYCHOLOGY 
Animals, and not watching the news. | Weed. 


also write fictional stories. 


aS 


MIKA EMMANUEL 
HEALTH SCIENCE 


Try not to watch the news, instead 


stay focused on media I enjoy. 


TRISTYN DENNIS 
UNDECIDED 


Animals, Tik Tok, and pizza. 
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An emotional rollercoaster 


The top emotional moments from Super Bowl 54 


By Erika RIVERA 
Opinion Editor 

The Super Bowl is one 
of the most watched sport- 
ing events in America, and 
if you’ve ever tuned in you 
can see that it is much more 
than sports. 

It is a life changing event 
that can get all different 
types of people to tune in. 

This year however I felt 
more emotionally inclined 
to watch it. So I decided to 
list my top emotional high- 
lights. 

#1 Demi Lovato singing 
the national Anthem. 

Demi Lovato is a singer- 
songwriter who had recent- 


ly struggled with substance” 


abuse. 

She has been diligently 
working on her comeback 
everyday since her recovery, 
and has shown the world she 
still has “it.” 


Her voice was able to 
shine through and prove to 
others that you can over- 
come any obstacle. 

#2 Moment of silence for 
Kobe 

The recent tragic death of 
NBA superstar Kobe Bryant 
is one that has shaken the 
core of every household and 
every sport fan around the 
globe. 

In honor of him and the 
seven others in the helicop- 
ter crash, both teams lined 
up on the 24 yard line to 
represent his jersey number 
and had a moment of silence 
before the game. 

#3 The death of Mr. Pea- 
nut/ the birth of Babynut 
commercial 

If anyone hasn’t seen 
the trending commercial 
of Mr.Peanut’s death, it is 
a commercial about how 


Mr.Peanut saves the lives of 
his two pals, by taking his 
own on a mountain ledge. 
This was very controversial 
at the time due to Kobe’s 
death occurring. So then 
to continue the storyline, 
they birthed a new baby nut 
through the tears of the kool 
aid man during the funeral 
service. } 

#4 J-LO and Shakira’s 
Homage to Puerto Rico 

Puerto Rico has gone 
through multiple natural di- 
sasters in the last couple of 
years that have shaken the 
lives of its citizens. The is- 
land. recently experience 
major damage from several 
earthquakes. 

J-Lo was able to give 
the people of Puerto Rico 
a voice, all while showing 
that she can still demand a 
stage. How iconic is that? 


HALFTIME 


SHOW 


Courtesy photo 


Jennifer Lopez and Shakira were the halftime show per- 


formers at the Super Bowl. 


Students share their passions 


How can we make NECC feel more connected to our lives? 


By WILLIAM TAPLEY 
Correspondent 

Students at Northern Essex 
Community College are not get- 
ting the chance to share their pas- 
sion with their peers. NECC is 
highly regarded as a fine institu- 
tion for academia. 

The real issue appears when 
talking about NECC’s student life 
or lack thereof. 

There are many parts of the 
school that are actively trying to 
get students more involved but 
there is a stigma in place around 
2 year institutions. 

And with students dashing 
from their classes to their cars 
there isn’t much time to connect 
with others. 

So, the Observer went out and 
directly asked our student body 
what they are passionate about. 

The first student to have an in- 
terview was Heather Jones, she is 
an NECC alumni that still partic- 
ipates in the clubs here! Heather 
believes that her major passion 
lies with music, and specifical- 


ly the band Oingo Boingo (That 
may be the greatest band name of 
all time). 

She continued,“ I think they 
are underappreciated and I like 
their aesthetic. They are a niche 
band, and they are my thing.” 

As Jones spoke about her fa- 
vorite band you could really see 
the happiness on her face. It’s a 
special moment when you can 
see when someone is passionate 
about something and have the 
chance to let it loose. 

She concluded by saying, “ 
They taught me to always attempt 
to find new things and to always 
explore one hit wonders.” 

The next student I talked to 
was Cody Care. : 

Care has been at NECC for 
a few years and is a computer 
science major. Care told me that 
he is a musician and how that is 
where his major passion lies. 

He spoke of a lyric that real- 
ly affected him when he was in a 
dark place. It is a quote from the 
artist Nothing More, off the track 
“T’ll Be Ok”. 


“When all is gone, the only 
loss/ Is to not have loved at every 
cost” 

When Care delivered these 
lines I could see the care he put 
into each word and the expression 
and emotion he felt just speaking 
them. 

Care followed up with what 
those words mean to him, “We 
live in a world where people in- 
nately shut themselves off to 
emotion. Where we need love to 
connect with each other.” 

He finished with an emotion- 
al confession saying,“You need 
to confront people with love in 
your heart... I have put myself 
first many times when I shouldn’t 
have.” 

The last student I interviewed 
was Zoey Lauria. 

She is a biology major, and she 
works with Student Life. Zoey 
provided a tonal change from the 
pure emotion that Care delivered 
and both approaches worked ei- 
ther way! Lauria revealed that 
one of her major passions was in 
video games. Specifically, Lauria 


spoke about her favorite game, 
Stardew Valley. 

She said, ” I love this game 
because it is very therapeutic to 
me. It’s peaceful and it requires 
strategy so it takes my mind off 
stress that I have” 

Video games as a _ coping 
strategy is something that isn’t 
brought up enough and it defi- 
nitely seems to be helping Zoey 
deal with life. It is really heart- 
warming to see Zoey get excited 
about talking about this game and 
how much it means to her. 

She finished by saying, 
“Stardew Valley makes me feel 
calm and focused.” 

It was an experience to sit 
down with a few people and get 
to see what makes them tick. Our 
differences and our passions are 
really what makes life so inter- 
esting and eventful. Human inter- 
action can really be the defining 
factor on whether someone feels 
connected to the world. This in- 
terconnectedness is a human need 
and it can be dangerous for our 
mental health if it is lost. 


I finished all of my interviews 
by asking the students if they 
ever get the chance to share their 
passions with others. All students 
reported to me that they usually 
do not have the chance but would 
very much like to. They all had 
different reasons for not being 
able to share what they’re pas- 
sidnate about. 

Jones said that she was too 
shy most times. Lauria said that 
her passion is sort of a solo thing 
so it doesn’t come up. And Care- 
said that he felt he is too intense 
with his emotions and that he 
should curb talking about his pas- 
sions with others because of that. 

I guess it is up to the readers 
of this piece. 

We all have a conscience deci- 
sion on whether we engage oth- 
ers in meaningful ways and allow 
them to speak about what they 
really love. 

] think it would make our col- 
lege a little more connected and it 
would definitely make someone’s 
day. 
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Elevated Thought is a haven for the arts 
NECC students benefit from Lawrence nonprofit 


NATALYA CRESPO 
News Editor 


Elevated Thought 
a Lawrence-based __ orga- 
nization that is focused 
on art and social justice. 

According . to its web- 
site it was “founded in 2008 
and incorporated in 2010.” 

Marquis Victor is the found- 
ing executive director of this 
nonprofit organization that 
actively serves and develops 
communities through creative 
youth development, beautifi- 
cation projects, youth orga- 
nizing and public outreach. 

They provide opportunities 
for youth and communities 
to expand their understand- 
ing of art’s liberating power. 

Wilfred Acosta, a 22 year 
old Lawrence resident, is a 
senior Art major at Northern 
Essex but also the creative co- 
ordinator at Elevated Thought, 
an art space for the youth. 

He’s been an employee 
since early 2018, after attend- 
ing for the four previous years. 
_ “One main component of 
ET (Elevated Thought) is cre- 
ative youth programing.- But 
we do a lot for the communi- 
ty all together,” Acosta says, 
“One of the things I look back 


is 


on, proudly as a part of the 
program, is my first mural | 
created through ET when I 
was 19. But there is so much.” 

Elevated Thought holds gal- 
leries with different art every 
season that are open for the 
public, along with community 
paint nights, and workshops 
for kids to gain creative ex- 
perience with older artists. 

Jomil Reynoso of Haverhill, 
is a 19 year old sophomore 
Sociology major at North- 
ern Essex and a contributor 
to ET since January of 2019. 

“As being part of the youth, 
ET is a safe place where I can 
create.and have fun with cool 
people. I usually get some writ- 
ing done and make designs of 
my own. It depends on the day,” 
Reynoso says. “My favorite 
thing about ET is meeting new 
people that are going to chal- 
lenge my thought process.” 

Michael Tejada of Law- 
rence is a 21 year old junior 
Art major’ at Northern Essex. 
He works at ET as a member 
of the video team, he’s a big 
help when it comes to the pro- 
cess of ET’s films posted on 
social media, their website, 
or even just creative projects. 

“What is it like to be an 


Photo by Natalya Crespo 


Michael Tejada works on his short film “Erika” at Elevated Thought After Hours in Law- 


rence. 

employee here? Oh, it’s phe- 

nomenal. They care about you, 

genuinely, | absolutely love my 

job and I’ve worked here for 

about a year.” Tejada explains. 
“Come and live all your 


dreams at Elevated Thought.” 

Elevated Thought “After 
Hours” is for ages 18-23. It is 
open on Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, 6:30-9:00 pm, located at 
15 Union St #120, Lawrence, 


MA. For more information, 
go to  elevatedthought.org 

According to a news re- 
lease from NECC, Vic- 
tor is now also teaching a 
film studies class at NECC. 


Faculty receive national recognition 


The Observer's own faculty adviser among recipients 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 
Newsroom 


Five Northern Essex Com- 
munity College faculty were re- 
cently named recipients of the 
National Institute for Staff and 
Organizational Development 
(NISOD) Awards for Excellence, 
a national honor that recogniz- 
es outstanding faculty and staff 
working at the country’s commu- 
nity colleges. 

This year’s recipients include 
Meredith Gunning of Haverhill, 
professor of philosophy; Adri- 
anna Holden-Gouveia of Mas- 
sachusetts, associate professor 
computer & information scienc- 
es; Jody Carson of Hampton, 
N.H., associate professor of ear- 
ly childhood education; Mary Jo 
Shafer of Lynn, an adjunct jour- 
nalism and English composition 
instructor, and Pamela Hallock 
of Newton, NH, adjunct chemis- 
try faculty. 

Since 1978, NISOD has been 
dedicated to the professional de- 
velopment of faculty, adminis- 
trators, and staff; and to the con- 
tinued improvement of teaching 


and learning, with the ultimate 
goal of student success. 

Here is additional information 
on each of the recipients: 

Meredith Gunning 

Ph.D., began teaching at North- 
ern Essex more than 15 years 
ago. She was nominated by Amy 
Callahan, dean of liberal arts. Tr- 
isha Machado, department chair, 
and Professors Steve Russell, 
Kristi Arford, and Suzanne Van 
Wert supported the nomination. 

Adrianna — Holden-Gouveia, 
has been teaching in the Com- 
puter Information Sciences De- 
partment since 2006. She was 
nominated by Carolyn Knoep- 
fler, dean of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 

Jody Carson, is a graduate of 
the NECC Early Childhood Ed- 
ucation (ECE) Program. For the 
last 13 years she has taught in 
the program. She is now coordi- 
nator and associate professor of 
the NECC Early Childhood Edu- 
cation program. She is also now 
serving on a state-wide Open 
Educational Resources Advisory 
Council established by the Board 
of Higher Education. She was 


nominated by Kelly. Sullivan, 
dean of professional studies 

Mary Jo Shafer has been 
teaching journalism and English 
composition at Northern Essex 
for the past 10 years. She also 
serves as faculty adviser to the 
student newspaper while herself 
working as a part-time copy edi- 
tor at the New Hampshire Union 
Leader. She was also nominated 
by Callahan, who wrote, “There 
are very few colleagues on cam- 
pus who understand Mary Jo’s 
job. As the faculty adviser to the 
NECC Observer for 10 years, 
Mary Jo has maintained the stu- 
dent newspaper’s tradition of ex- 
cellence and independence. It is 
a truly remarkable, and increas- 
ingly less common, occurrence 
to have a student free press exist 
on a community college campus. 
Mary Jo has guided and trained 
NECC’s student journalists to 
produce a relevant, credible, and 
timely newspaper that is entirely 
created by students.” 

Pamela Hallock, has been a 
member of the adjunct faculty at 
NECC for the past 6 years. She 
teaches chemistry and forensic 


science. She is also the adjunct 
Faculty Fellow, where she sup- 
ports other adjuncts with a goal 
of increasing professional devel- 
opment opportunities, coaching 


and consultation, and increased 
adjunct engagement with the col- 
lege. She was also nominated by 
Knoepfler. 


Photo by Newsroom 
Northern Essex Community College faculty (I to r) Adri- 
anna Holden-Gouveia, Meredith Gunning, Jody Carlson, 
Pamela Hallock and Mary Jo Shafer (not in the photo) are 
this year’s recipients of the NISOD Awards for Excellence. 
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Jonas D. RUZEK 
Correspondent 

Oddly enough, excitement 
pulsed throughout the fairly 
empty room. In their first meet- 
ing of the spring 2020 semester, 
at 4 p.m. on Thu, Jan. 30, in the 
Haverhill Student Center, all four 
attending members of the NECC 
SGA organized an agenda to use 
community voices to advance 
student financial interests across 
Mass. and broaden outreach be- 
tween the SGA and student body. 

After SGA President Saman- 
tha Cook, via video conference 
from room L143 in the John R. 
Dimitry Building in Lawrence, 
called the meeting to order, 
members observed a presenta- 
tion by PHENOM (Public High- 
er Education Network of Mass.) 
organizer, UMass Lowell student 
and NECC alumnus Katherine 
Hailson. 

She spoke of state bills titled 
the Cherish Act and HR.3113, 
proposals that aim to reduce the 
cost of public higher education in 
Mass. Hailson also laid out what 
she thinks the SGA and other 
students can do to encourage the 
act’s passage. 

In addition to this showcas- 
ing, the SGA heard a community 
outreach-focused speech from 
NECC Executive Committee 
chair Sheila Muller. 

After Muller’s talk, all SGA 


Improv to de-stress 
Students find outlet in comedy 


people having a conversation 
with each other, but each sen- 
tence had to be in the form of 


ANDREW VENDITTI 
Paes Club 


on television series “Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?”. 


attendees voiced support for us- 
ing the ACA (All College Assem- 
bly) to spread awareness about 
the SGA’s impact and accolades. 

Hailson spoke of Public 
Higher Education Advocacy 
Day 2020, an event, starting at 
10 a.m. on Mar. 2, during which 
higher education stakeholders, a 
stratum which includes students, 
professors, and other faculty, 
from all 29 Mass. public colleges 
publicly speak and meet with 
legislators at the State House 
to encourage the passage of the 
Cherish Act and HD.3113 (An 
Act to Guarantee Debt-Free Pub- 
lic Higher Education). “Afford- 
able, debt-free public college is a 
big concern for me ... since fiscal 
year 2001 about $600 million has 
been taken out of the budget. The 
Cherish Act would restore that 
$600 million to the funding,” 
Hailson explained. Essentially, 
Hailson and PHENOM are ad- 
vocating for the appropriation of 
new funds, equivalent to all state 
money directed toward public 
higher education in the past two 
decades, to public colleges by 


~ the Mass. govt. 


An MTA (Mass. Teachers 
Association) flyer distributed 
to SGA members by Hailson 
claimed that Mass. public col- 
lege attendance costs have risen 
more quickly than public college 
costs in any other state (an asser- 


In most scenes, actors are 
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tion corroborated by a 2018 New 
England Board of Higher Educa- 
tion study) and that the average 
Mass. student debt is $37,172, 
indicating a widespread inability 
to afford college costs. 

Because of these figures 
PHENOM contends: that fail- 
ure to pass the Cherish Act and 
HD.3113 would cause even pub- 
lic higher education to drift from 
the reach of many working-class 
families, 

After all, the acts aim to elim- 
inate student debt in Massachu- 
setts and contribute to guarantee- 
ing “free public higher education 
as aright for all residents of Mas- 
sachusetts,” according to PHEN- 
OM flyers passed out by Hailson. 

Yet it should be noted that 
neither. PHENOM nor the MTA 
specified in their handouts if the 
cited debt average is a mean, 
median, or mode or what the 
timeframe for the reported cost 
increases has been. Addressing 
the SGA directly, Hailson con- 
cluded, “I would love if you guys 
could drum up some support for 
this. We’re really excited. We’re 
planning on this being our big- 
gest Advocacy Day yet.” The 
Cherish Act, said the MTA fly- 
er, has been publicly endorsed 
by each president of all 29 pub- 
lic colleges in Mass. and by 116 
members of the state legislature. 

Muller also wants to see a stu- 
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Student Government off to hot start 


SGA looks for ways to advance student financial interests 


dent movement coalescence at 
NECC. 

The chair prefaced her case by 
discussing the ACA: a bi-semes- 
terly meeting in which all NECC 
faculty and administrators, sans 
NECC President Lane Glenn, 
congregate to review and debate 
campus policies. 

‘Emphasizing the student 
government’s role at the ACA, 
Muller said, “I’m hoping to part- 
ner with the SGA so that we can 
really try to drill into our com- 
munities and constituencies the 
importance of the governance 
system on campus.” 

By “partner,” Muller meant 
organizing a joint effort between 
the SGA and her Executive Com- 
mittee, a body which oversees 
the financial processes of NECC 
and works to moderate various 
discussions between any com- 
bination of the other four main, 
subservient NECC faculty com- 
mittees (Academic Affairs, Stu- 
dent Affairs, Finance and Infor- 
mation Technology). 

This statement indicates that 
Muller wants to see the SGA give 
a robust, widely received pre- 
sentation at the ACA. For even 
though non-SGA students do 
not traditionally attend the ACA, 
said Mueller, she still hopes to 
see many come in order to learn 
abouy what the student body can 
do for the SGA and, by exten- 


sion, student concerns. 

She cited the NECC Lawrence 
bookstore as student frustrations 
warranting action, calling recent 
events associated with the store, 
“A big conundrum for our Law- 
rence students.” Muller did not 
clarify what she meant by this 
statement, however. 

Muller further underscored 
the SGA’s significance by noting 
that NECC programs cannot be 
accredited (legally recognized 
and able to grant degrees) or sub- 
sidized in the absence of on-cam- 
pus, democratically elected, stu- 
dent-run representation of all 
enrolled at NECC. 

Self-governance and student 
outreach are, “a part of who we 
are,” she argued, referring to the 
administration she serves in. 

Cook, after Muller’s  state- 
ments, strengthened the eve- 
ning’s theme of communication 
and cooperation: “For our new 
Blackboard website, Courtney 
Upham [SGA secretary] is com- 
piling everyone’s bio and head- 
shot so that students can be more 
familiar with student government 
members.” 

Upham told the Observer that 
in saying this, Cook mirrored the 
ideas of many SGA members, 
both serving and past. 


Markets Open! 


Farmers market returns 


By CHLOE GREEN 
Correspondent 


offers a one of a kind expe- 
rience; giving students an 
opportunity to make friends 
while relieving stress, club 
members say. 

“One of the best feelings in 
the world is putting a smile on 
someone’s face,” said Liberal 
Arts student Steven Allen. Al- 
len started doing improv two 
years ago after studying the- 
atre during high school. 

For him, coming up with 
ideas on the spot provides 
a challenge, “which is what 
makes it so satisfying for 
me”, he said. 

Every Monday from 
1-2pm in Haverhill Campus’s 
room C311, the club puts on 
an interactive show where 
they play games and impro- 
vise scenes like what’s seen 


assigned a character and plot 
to try navigate through with 
either help or hindrance from 
the other participants. 

Heather Jones is an NECC 
student with five years of ex- 
perience doing improv; some 
of which at Improv Asylum, 
a venue in Boston. Jones said 
that doing improv has boosted 
her self confidence and gives 
her an outlet to be goofy and 
let out stress. 

At the college’s 
Re-Uknighted fair on Febru- 
ary 4, the club reserved a table 
where they invited students 
to compete in a game called 
“Questions”. 

The rules for the game 
were simple, but deceptively 
challenging. 

The game consisted of two 


This paper is your voice, too! 


a question and couldn’t be re- 
peated. Whoever could keep 
it up longest, won. 

“T like the creative sponta- 
neity of improv and it’s a great 
way to meet people,” said 
Improv Club Vice President 
Kaily Burke. Burke is study- 
ing Liberal Arts at NECC, and 
has. been doing improv here 
for a little over a year. 

Improv Club President 
William Tapley is studying 
Journalism and Communica- 
tions at NECC. 

Tapley said that his four 
years of experience has 
played an important role in 
his life. “Improv teaches you 
how to think on your feet, and 
you can take that with you 
anywhere in life,” he said. 


We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 
978-556-3027 


observer@necc mass. 


Northern essex community col- 
lege is offering a free farmers mar- 
ket available to all necc students. 

Both open to the Lawrence and 
Haverhill campus, providing com- 
plimentary produce to students, 
faculty and staff. 

For the upcoming farmers mar- 
ket of this semester it will be on 
Feb. 27 for both campuses also 
keep an eye out for flyers to see up- 
coming dates. 

On the Haverhill campus you 
can locate the farmers market at 
the Behrakis student center from 
12:30-1:00 and on the Lawrence 
campus it’s located at the Dimitry 
building from 1:00-1:30. 

The event coordinator, Eliza- 
beth Mura said it’s a “health initia- 
tive” with the aim to provide facul- 
ty, students and staff with access to 
healthy foods. 

They do this by giving 5,000 
pounds of food away to all cam- 
puses. 

With the donation of the Greater 
Boston Food Bank, the food being 
provided is free to anyone and you 
are welcome to take up to 25 lbs of 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Due to the fact that the food 


being provided at the farmers mar- 
ket comes from grocery stores and 
farms with excess, the food lon- 
gevity is the same as the groceries 
lifespan of produce. 

Anyone can also be a part of this 
experience by volunteering as well. 
If you want to register feel free to 
contact Elizabeth Mura at emura@ 
necc.mass.edu. 

Register up to a week in advance 
to avoid any hassle and be on your 
way to grabbing a fresh supply of 
produce. 

Having had a farmers market 
open in January, students have 
given their feedback on their ex- 
perience, Jocelyn Avila said “As a 
college student finding and buying 
healthy grocery options are some- 
times not in our budget; so it’s 
great that they supply us with that.” 

She also goes on to say that she 
would recommend it to other stu- 
dents “we’re always preoccupied 
with something and especially as 
a community college student we 
forget that we have great resources, 
events, & locations we can go and 
receive for free.” 

Northern essex community col- 
lege wants to give back to students 
in a way of appreciation Be sure to 
stop by at the next farmers market 
in both locations! 
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Films to rejoice in for Black History Month 


Movies that celebrate black journeys and narratives are available on Netflix 


By MICHELLE 


CoLBERT-MASON 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 
If you’re looking to explore 
the history of African-American 
people alike, and would rath- 
er stay in than visit a museum 
like say, the Museum of African 
American History in Boston, 
Massachusetts, you can opt for 
something more easily accessi- 
ble and some of the most favored 
methods of entertainment — mov- 
ies, tv series, and documentaries. 
Relish in black films starring 
black actors and actresses in dif- 
ferent journeys, narratives, and 
peaks into the different interpreta- 
tions of the reality of black lives. 
To start off the list with some- 
thing well-known, action-packed, 
and exciting, is Marvel mov- 
ie “Black Panther”. Chadwick 
Boseman, who has played roles as 
historic, influential figures James 
Brown in Get On Up and Jackie 
Robinson in 42, stars in this film 
as T’Challa, the superhero Black 
Panther. After the tragic passing 
of his father in a deadly explosion, 
T’Challa steps up and becomes 
king of Wakanda, a technologi- 
cally advanced A frican nation dis- 
guised as a third-world country. 
Facing an old, known enemy, 
a maniac determined to invade 
the nation and gain access to it’s 
advanced weapons and technol- 
ogy, as well as a new enemy he 
never even knew existed but was 
closer to him than he expected, 
he steps up to protect his peo- 
ple, Wakanda, and the metal that 
gives it its’ power, vibranium, 
with trusted friends beside him. 
“Black Panther” has a notori- 
ously mostly-black cast and it’s 
positive representation of black 
and brown people made it a sym- 
bol in the black community and 
created waves across social media. 
Becoming a part of black 
culture, though the movie has 
been watched and loved by 
people of all backgrounds, the 
Wakandan motto “Wakanda for- 
ever!” being used as both en- 
dearment and empowerment. 
Loads of people filled the seats 
of theaters world wide to see the 
picture, earning the box office 
1.34 billion dollars, making it 
one of the top grossing superhe- 
ro movies yet. “Black Panther” 
has made history in a multitude 
of ways, including receiving 
seven Academy Awards nomi- 
nations (Oscars), winning three 
Oscars — making one Marvel Stu- 
dios’ first ever academy award, 
Ruth Carter became the first Af- 
rican-American woman to win 
in the category of Best Costume 
Design, and Hannah Beachler 
became not only the first Afri- 
can-American woman to win the 
category of Best Production De- 
sign but also the first to ever be 
nominated. Wakanda forever! 
Next on the list is the 
drama film, “Barry”. 
Not a documentary, but based 
on real life, the film “Barry” fol- 
lows, who you probably know 
him better as, the 44th president of 
the United States, Barack Obama. 
The film takes place 
during Obama’s earlier 
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“Barry.” 
years, while attending Co- 
lumbia University in 1981. 


It focuses on Obama’s strug- 
gle to find himself, connect with 
family and classmates, and his 
battle with his racial identity. 

“Barry” was released on Net- 
flix December 16, 2016. Over- 
all, the movie received positive 
reviews and has an eighty-per- 
cent rating on Rotten Tomatoes, 
a review-aggregation website 
for film and television. Could 
definitely be worth the watch. 

A bit of a throwback— it was 
released in 1984 — but still worth 
watching, if not rewatching, is the 
musical drama film “Purple Rain”. 

This movie pictures some of the 
struggles and many talents of the 
late Prince, legendary pop icon. 

The film highlights his strug- 
gle as a musician, with compe- 
tition, romance, and traumatic 
family life to the creation and 
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performance of one of his sig- 
nature songs, “Purple Rain”. 
The film features multiple con- 
cert sequences and the film’s 
soundtrack consists mostly of 
Prince’s album, “Purple Rain”. 

The film earned an Academy 
Award and holds a sixty-nine per- 
cent rating on Rotten Tomatoes. 

Last but certainly not least on 
the list is the true crime documen- 
tary, “Who Killed Malcolm X?”. 
If the title did not allude enough to 
the content of this Netflix series, 
I°ll tell you — Who really killed 
Malcolm X? The film follows 
Abdur-Rahman Muhammad, an 
amateur investigator dedicated to 
uncovering the truth of Malcolm 
X’s death, delving deep into the 
assassination of the honored and 
admired African-American hu- 
man rights activist and leader. 

Though he was determined 
to have been murdered by rival 


“Black Panther.” 
black Muslims, and three people 
were jailed, suspicions of im- 
proper handling of the case and 
his supposed killers being wrong- 
fully convicted, have lingered for 
almost 55 years. Abdur-Rahman 
has worked to uncover and ex- 
pose inconsistencies in the case, 
the possibility of cover ups, and 
a conspiracy behind the official 
record of the assassination. Mu- 
hammad offers viable evidence, 
claims, reasoning, and the film 
features a number of journalists, 
historians, civic leaders, other ac- 
tivists, and eyewitnesses, giving 
the documentary credibility and 
upping the draw of the mystery. 
With the release of the docu- 
mentary, along with the doubts of 
the results of the case already be- 
ing a thing and finally boiling over 
the pot, it is likely the case will 
be reopened and re-investigated. 
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On the re-investigation of 
the case, reported by the Wash- 
ington Post, the Manhattan Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office has said 
it “will begin a preliminary 
review” to make a decision. 

With one season made up 
of six, 43-minute episodes, 
“Who Killed Malcolm X?” 
is one documentary to watch. 

To make things more ac- 
cessible, all the previous 
works can be found on Netflix. 

Though the celebration of 
Black history is only recognized 
during the shortest month of the 
year, giving us just 28 days to cel- 
ebrate black lives without justifi- 
cation — well, 29 this year — black 
culture and history is something 
to be celebrated, learned, and rel- 
ished in, each month of the year. 
Happy Black History Month! 
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Students show school spirit 


Story continued from Page I 


Right now they have five 
to seven students actively 
participating, according to 
Figuereo. 

Figuereo says the biggest 
challenge has been getting the 
full commitment of students. 
“Students might be wary be- 
cause this is only a two-year 
school, but if you wanted to 
try something new, this is the 
best place to start,” she says. 

Their next goal is to per- 
form at the Spring Jam put on 
by Student Life, scheduled for 
April 8, 2020. 

Lassus and Leon want to 
dissolve the common stereo- 
types that are often linked 
with cheerleaders: that they 
can be catty or judgmental. 

The two women want to 
emphasize that the NECC 
cheer squad is accepting of 


everyone, despite athletic 
background or experience. 
“Anyone can join,” says Las- 
sus. 

Figuereo also wants po- 
tential members to know that 
“you do not have to be flex- 
ible.” 

There’s many facets to a 
cheer squad and they want 
people with mixed strengths, 
she says. 

The group meets Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 2:00- 
4:00 p.m, in the D building 
room D154 on the Haverhill 
campus. 

For more information, 
contact Roselly Lassus at 
00302694@student.necc.edu 
or the staff adviser Noelia 
Figuereo at nfiguereo@necc. 
mass.edu. 
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If you are thinking about transferring from a 
community college or another universi 
your options at Framingham State Universi : 


We're ready to help! 
Contact us now and learn about our easy transfer admi 
* Discover opportunities at FSU 


* Speak with Admissions Counselors 
* Tour our beautiful New England campus 


For more information, visit www.framingham.edu/trat 
or call 508-626-4500 
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Karleny Leon 
looks on while 
Cathalina Eisan 
lifts Roselly 
Lassus. 
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Job opportunities for college students 
USCB recruiting at NECC for 2020 census 


By IsaAzE GRULLON 
Features Editor 

On Thursday, Feb. 6, a representative 
from the United States Census Bureau vis- 
ited the Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege Lawrence campus. 

Isabel Pimentel of Salem, Massachu- 


setts is a recruiting assistant for the USCB. |. 


She had set up a table in the atrium at the | e 


Dimitry Building in Lawrence. 

Her job is to recruit people for jobs at 
the USCB. She visits colleges, libraries, 
and other types of organizations. 

The USCB is currently looking for 
adults ages 18 and up to be census takers. 

A census taker goes door to door vis- 
iting citizens who have not returned their 
census in the mail and helping them com- 
plete the census. 

“There are times when no one answers 
the door and that’s OK,” says Pimentel. 

Pay starts at $27.50 and can go up to 
$33 depending on various factors. 

Pimentel thinks this is a good job for 
college students and can relate to most of 
the people that approach her at her table 
about a job at the USCB. 

“IT am working on my master’s right 
now, so this job is good for me,” she says. 

Hours are flexible and locations are 
mostly local. Weekly schedules are an- 
nounced on Sundays and employees are 
paid on Wednesdays. 

The USCB jobs are temporary posi- 
tions, which range anywhere from six to 
eight weeks all the way up to 20 weeks for 
certain jobs, 

USCB jobs are federal jobs and “look 
good on your resume,” says Pimentel. 

She also says having a USCB job is a 
good opportunity for networking. 

In order to apply and be considered for 
a USCB job, applicants must be at least I8 
years old. They must have a valid social 
security number and permission to work in 
the United States. 

They will need to make an online pro- 
file, including personal information and 
answer 33 questions regarding work, per- 
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sonality. and social interactions. 

The application process can be com- 
pleted online and takes about 30 minutes. 
“It’s easy to apply.” says Pimentel. 

Candidates will also need to pass CORI 
and SORI background checks. 

The USCB was invited to recruit at 
NECC last fall. 

“We convened a Census working group 
in the fall to talk about how NECC would 
like to work to promote the Census,”says 
Janel D’ Agata-Lynch, coordinator of civic 
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engagement, service-learning, and com- 
munity resources. “Anyone on campus 
was invited to participate, but the group 
was mainly comprised of staff and facul- 
ty. The group decided to ask Census rep- 
resentatives to campus to present on the 
Census. We hosted three Census presen- 
tations in the fall. One in Haverhill and 
two in Lawrence. In addition, the group 
wanted the Census to connect with NECC 
Career Services to help promote the jobs. 
The Census has been tabling on both cam- 
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Isabel Pimentel answers a phone call from her supervisor while recruiting college students on Thursday at NECC 
for the US Census Bureau. 


puses both last semester and this semester 
to recruit for jobs.” 

If you were unable to visit Pimentel 
at her table last Thursday in the Dimitry 
building and would like more information 
or wish to apply to be a part of the 2020 
census team you may do so by visiting 
www.2020cenus.gov/jobs. 

There will be more companies recruit- 
ing at NECC this spring. Keep an out for 
the NECC weekly events flyer for more 
information. 


NECC is an affordable choice 
Students talk about their financial struggles with college 


By OLINDO LONGO 


Correspondent 

Whether or not they plan to be eco- 
nomics or finance majors, more and more 
students are finding Northern Essex Com- 
munity College as a healthy option to keep 
more money in their wallets. 

Rising four-year college costs are driv- 
ing students to the Lawrence and Haver- 
hill campuses in large numbers. 

“Simply put, I don’t go to college with- 
out Northern Essex,” said Haverhill’s 
Wayne Lawver, a December NECC grad, 
who is now enrolled in the criminal justice 
program at UMass Lowell. 

“I have two older sisters who just went 
through college, one at a private school 
and the other at UMass. Tuition money 
was hard to come by from my parents, 
so I’m pretty much on my own.” says 
Lawver. 

“The idea that I could pay twice as 


much at some other four-year schools as 
I can here, for basically the same credits 
was a life-saver to me.” 

Lawver is a typical NECC student, 
working part-time jobs as he makes his 
way through the college process, attempt- 
ing to keep a car on the road and stay on 
top of his bills. 

He saw the convenience of NECC and 
the huge cost difference as giant factors in 
his decision to pursue a four-year degree. 

According to collegetuitioncompare. 
com, NECC’s tuition cost of $5,136 is half 
the price of the average four-year state col- 
lege tuition in Massachusetts. It’s about a 
third of the cost of a UMass school, (Dart- 
mouth, Boston, Amherst or Lowell which 
range from $13-$16k). 

For a student like, Trey Cruz, of Law- 
rence, there was no alternative. After 


spending two years at UMass Amherst and 
excelling academically, he needed NECC 
to ease the financial strain. 

This semester, the ability to attend- 
NECC helped Cruz continue his dream of 
obtaining his bachelor’s degree while eas- 
ing his loan debt, which was piling up at 
a fast rate. 

“All the classes I need to stay on point 
with my degree are right here. Living on 
my own out in Amherst was a major prob- 
lem. Rent is expensive. It wasn’t so much 
the tuition.” says Cruz. “I admit it, living 
at home with my family is not the greatest 
situation for me. It hasn’t been easy, but I 
need to stay focused on school and get that 
degree.” 

Recent graduates praise NECC for its 
availability. They see the post-graduation 
financial freedom, or at least being closer 


to it, as a reason they were allowed to suc- 
ceed in their studies. 

“At one point in college, I kind of 
freaked out because of money,” said 
Haverhill’s Brandon Gobbi. 

“You wonder how am I going to pay for 
this book or how am I ever going to buy 
groceries or even gas in the car. It’s not 
easy to concentrate on homework or class 
work with that stuff hanging over you.” 

Being put at ease and being comfort- 
able, any college student will tell you, is 
the key to your success. 

Editor's Note: 

If you are struggling financially, there 
are many services offered here at NECC 
that can help, including but not limited to, 
child care services, food pantries and free 
farmers markets as well as free text books. 


Students share advice and outlook on success 


By MELANIE POLANCO 


Lifestyles Editor 

Here at NECC, we are a 
school with a different variety 
of students who come from all 
different kinds of backgrounds, 
and one of the things that makes 
this all beautiful is knowing that 
‘each person is striving for great- 
ness. One of the hardest things is 
being a first generation student -- 
being someone who will be the 
first to graduate in their family. 
Although it may be a hard task 
it is definitely not impossible, it 
is an actual push, a form of mo- 
tivation for those who are giving 
their all and want to reach for 
success. 

Janilka Gonzalez, 20, health 
specialization major says “You 
should definitely be proud of 
what you are doing, take advan- 
tage of the programs we have 
here at school and push through, 
you are your only motivation, 
and be happy knowing that you 
will be the first example that 
your cousins, brothers, sisters, 
and children will follow. What 
pushes me to keep on going is 
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Lifestyles 
The sky is the limit 


knowing that what I am working 
hard for now will be enjoyable 
later.” 

Gonzalez finds joy in know- 
ing that her hard work, long 
nights, and stressful weeks will 
soon pay off later on. 

Ana Gomez, 20, health spe- 
cialization major here at NECC, 
says “ A lot of things motivate 
me, but one of the things that 
motivates nie is that I am already 
self-motivated. When I want to 
accomplish something in my life, 
I go for it regardless of the chal- 
lenges that I come across within 
the process. What keeps me mo- 


tivated to keep going in school - 


is the fact that one day I know 
I will be able to change a lot of 
people’s lives and I’m getting 
closer and closer to my dreams, 
also what I am majoring in, I’m 
very interested in and it is my 
passion,” 

Long term goals are important 
and help us reach our dreams 

“My long term goal is to moti- 
vate others to follow their dreams 
and to be successful in my career. 
My short term goal is to keep 


WE SEE A FUTURE LEADER 


At Quinnipiac, everything we do is laser-focused on the future. It’s why 

we combine market-driven knowledge with practical applications. It’s why 
we integrate world-sized learning opportunities with classrooms and facilities 
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getting good grades and passing 
all my classes, “ says Gomez 

Seeing students push through 
all of the obstacles and stress 
that school may bring is worthy 
of admiration, as the semester 
continues, and work piles on, 
remembering that the finish line 
is not as far as you think is what 
will keep you going. 

She says “One word of advice 
that I would give not just to other 
NECC students but to everyone 
is to be confident. Always have 
confidence within yourself and 
no matter how many times you 
get rejected or the obstacles you 
encounter along the way always 
stay positive and be open minded 
because, not everything comes 
easy. If it was easy everybody 
would do it and be where they 
want to be, but because it is hard 
only a few individuals will take 
the risk of rejection. At the end 
of the day those are the individu- 
als that can handle anything that 
comes their way.” 

Growing up and almost com- 
ing from nothing has taught me 
to keep on moving and to keep on 
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Melanie Polanco is determined reach her goals. 


pushing no matter how far it may 
look. I will be the first to gradu- 
ate in my family and I will ac- 
complish my goals, and if you 


fall or fail 6 times get up 8 times 
as harder. That is the goal, and I 
understand that the sky’s the lim- 
it and even the sky has no limit. 


Conquering mental illness 


Students share their experiences and battles 


By RACHEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


In our society a lot of people struggle 
from.some form of mental illness. 

Whether it’s anxiety, depression, ptsd, 
etc. Public figure Demi Lovato’s new sin- 
gle “Anyone” was written just 4 days be- 
fore her overdose that took place back in 
August of 2018.This song was her cry for 
her help and nobody noticed that she was 
struggling. 


Even when her lyrics read “Tired of 


empty conversation ‘Cause no one hears 
me anymore.”Then, she continues with 
her chorus reading “nobody’s listening to 
me.” Make sure to check in on your strong 
always happy friends or family members 
who seem to have their lives all together. 

If you feel that you’re going through a 
tough time and can’t talk to a close friend 
or family member about what’s going on, 
Necc offers free counseling for students. 
You can get in touch with them by email- 
ing counseling@necc.edu. 

They are open from 9-5 and would be 
happy to connect with you. 

When talking to Gabriel Garcia one 
of the counselors at Necc he said “Men- 
tal illness is often identified when a per- 
son’s outward behaviors are shifting. A 
few questions you can ask yourself, do I 
spend too much time worrying or afraid 


of things that might not happen, do I have 
hobbies or things that interest me, am I 
having trouble concentrating on things 
that are important to me.” If you feel that 
your mood has changed in any negative 
way or feel that it’s hard to relate to peo- 
ple. 

Reach out to Necc Counseling if you 
want more info on what you can do to bet- 
ter your mental health. 

When Reese Leblanc, a liberal arts 
psychology major from Haverhill was 
asked “what’s the best advice you can 
give to someone Struggling with a mental 
illness?” Reese said “Reach out to friends 
or family, call a hotline.” 

There are so many hotlines to call if 
you are struggling with mental illness 
and wanna talk to someone you can call 
1-800-950-6245, which directs you to the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness ho- 
tline. 

Sabrina Spero, a nursing major from 
Haverhill, said “ Try and down play so- 
cial media, or stop using it and Talk to 
your doctor.” 

In terms of Treatments Gabriel Gar- 
cia said “Medication is an option, and 
research has shown to compound the ef- 
fectiveness of individual therapy. There 
are many self-help resources which we 
recommend to students if they seek con- 
sultation.” 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


22+ CoO --- 
You cam reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Women’s basketball makes tts return 
New coach seeking athletes for teams upcoming season 


By T.J. HouGHTon 
Sports Editor 

Northern Essex Community 
College is bringing back Wom- 
en’s Basketball after roughly 
eight years. 

Director of Athletics, Dan 
Blair and new coach, Patrick 
Hanlon are actively recruiting 
local high school girls to attend 
NECC and play basketball which 
is slated to start later this fall. 

Coach Hanlon is looking to 
spread the word for Women’s 
Basketball and is encouraging 
perspective women athletes to 
come out for a tryout for the new 


By DyLan MusGrave 
Correspondent 

This past fall semester has 
been quite eventful for Northern 
Essex Community College, with 
the addition of a new Esports 
team, led by their coach David 
Arivella. 

The NECC sports team 
competes against several other 
college teams in matches, and 
tournaments in several different- 
games. Recently the team is com- 
ing off a big win after competing 
in the Overwatch Boston Upris- 
ing Tournament. 

Currently this spring semes- 


ARCH 


at. 23 


at. 30 


PRIL 


team. 

New head coach Patrick Han- 
lon is taking over for the wom- 
en’s team. He is a former player 
himself and he has the knowledge 
and experience of knowing what 
it takes to be a part of a team. 

As a former 4-year player for 
his college, Massachusetts Mari- 
time Academy, and inducted into 
the Mass Maritime Hall of Fame, 
he has a basketball resume that 
shows he understands the game 
of basketball. Hanlon said there 
are many factors to being a suc- 
cessful coach. 

“Teamwork, hard work, put- 


ting in the effort on a day-to-day 
basis, disciplined and dedicated, 
he said. 

To most people sports are 
just about winning and losing so 
when Coach Hanlon was asked 
about the new team he said “we 
need good leaders, set a good ex- 
ample but have fun with it, this 
will shape where these women 
will go from a career standpoint.” 

Blair agrees. “There are a lot 
more to sports than winning and 
losing, it builds character, work 
within a team environment and 
develop a set of skills you can’t 
get inside a classroom, it will 


provide memories that will last a 
lifetime that they won’t forget at 
the collegiate level,” he said. 

Blair talked about the program 
a little more, saying “ We want 
some people to come in and help 
build us a program and for those 
people who want to move on 
somewhere after here, we want to 
help them.” 

Also asked about the opportu- 
nity of athletes continuing their 
career at a four-year college, he 
said “There are a lot of coach- 
es from all the divisions of the 
NCAA that recruit our students, 
the coaches know the reputation 


Esports excels 


Team recently won big at Overwatch tournament and looks to continue winning 


ter, they will be competing in 
four different games in leagues 
of more than 15 teams. Over- 
watch, Rocket League, Fifa 20, 
and Super Smash Bros. Ultimate. 
The competitive matches are 
live streamed and can be viewed 
on their Twitch account at Nec- 
cknights. The tournament brack- 
ets and results can be viewed on 
Leaguespot. 

The esports team was first 
started when David Arivella ap- 
proached the NECC Athletic Di- 
rector Dan Blaire with the idea. 

“I used to go to school, go to 
classes, then go home and play 


games,” said David Arivella, “I 
think I would’ve been a lot more 
engaged within the college com- 
munity, if there was an esports 
team at the school.” 

This helped motivate Arivel- 
la to start an esports program at 
NECC, and add another engaging 
community for students to get in- 
volved in. 

“People think video games are 
just like sitting in front of a tv, 
which is frustrating, because they 
are so much more than that,” said 
Arivella. “It’s a community that 
creates unique experiences for 
people, and students who would 


Track & Field schedule 


at Bears Invitational @ Bridgewater State University 


at Corsair Invitational @ UMass-Dartmouth 


Fri. 5 at Regis Spring Classic @ Regis College- Weston, MA 
at. 6at Jim Sheehan Invitational @ Fitchburg State University 
at Penmen Relays @ Southern NH UNiversity 


at Eric Loeschner Memorial Invite @ Fitchburg State University 
at Yale Springtime Invitational @ Yale 


otherwise miss out on social de- 
velopment and situations.” 

Another bonus of the esports 
program is how relatively low the 
costs are, he said. 

“Since every tournament and 
match is online, then any school 
can all be played right here from 
the esports room here at NECC. 
This is not only very convenient 
for the students on the team, but 
also very low cost since there are 
no travel expenses for the pro- 
gram,” he said. 

Currently the program is look- 
ing to expand and add more stu- 
dents who can compete in the 


at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 
at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 
at NJCAA National Championship % @ Mohawk Valley Community College 


we have so they want to recruit 
some of our athletes. So, we find 
out where athletes want to trans- 
fer and kind of guide them aca- 
demically for which classes to 
take” 

For women interested in the 
opportunity to join the team you 
can contact NECC’s Athletic 
Director, Dan Blair at (dblair@ 
necc.mass.edu) or Coach Han- 
lon at (phanlon@nece.mass.edu). 
Both are willing to answer any of 
the questions you may have about 
the new women’s basketball team 
coming this fall or anything else 
you may have to ask. 


game League of Legends for the 
NECC Esports team. 

They’re also planning to fund- 
raise for new chairs, and new cap- 
ture cards for the esports room. 

The brand new program here 
at Northern Essex seems to be off 
to a very successful start, thanks 
to the commitment and dedica- 
tion of Coach David Arivella. 

When asked why he decided 
to start up the program he simply 
responded, y 

“I enjoy mentoring people and 
helping them get to where they 
want to be,” said Arivella. 


9:00AM 


11:00AM 


2:30PM 


10:00am 
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By Devon ANTHONY 
Correspondent 

Every year it is a foregone 
conclusion that each fall season 
will bring a new basketball sea- 
son. 

This 2019-2020 at NECC 
proves to be no different as we 
are into the spring season now 
and our Knights are deep into 
conference play. 

This year the team has a host 
of new faces with seven new 
players and only two from the 
previous squad. 

With the stench of last year’s 
non playoffs appearance the team 
got off to a rough start going 1-11 
first semester ending December 
on a 10 game losing streak. 

Yes Community College bas- 
ketball is notorious for its huge 
turnover rate as players only have 
2 years to cram in a full school 
schedule along with a job and 
hoops, but it’s no excuse for a 
team to quit and throw the year 
away. 

That’s exactly what I learned 
about this team -- that the fight is 


FEBRUARY 


FEBRUARY 


at Community College of Rhode Island 4 
Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology * 4 
Holyoke Community College * “ 

at Bristol Community College * “ 


* Conference “ Division 


deep within this group to embody 
the Knight spirt and never give up 
despite the score or situation. 

Head Coach Joe Tardif, mem- 
ber of a championship basket- 
ball team during the 70s here at 
NECC, recalls that being “tough- 
er than the opponent” was their 
calling card to winning a state 
title. 

Tardif being from Lawrence 
may have had a little more Mer- 
rimack Valley pride in him than 
most, but this year’s group of 
ballers can boast of being one of 
the most diverse teams in recent 
memory. 

Players from Virginia, Can- 
ada, Turkey, and Louisiana are 
making their presence known 
mixing in with the boys from 
Mass. 6 foot 2 freshman guard 
from Canada, Scottie Austin is 
having a breakout season in his 
first ever college experience aver- 
aging a team leading 17.6 points 
per game and also is having a 
great time learning:as well. Being 


Sports 


@theneccobserver 


just 19 and far away from home 
for the first time Austin says “it’s 
good to be away from home and 
learn how to take care of respon- 
sibilities on my own off the court. 
On the court I have to learn how 
to be a leader and play with guys 
at my level or below my level. 
Learning from 2nd year players 
such as Luis Torres has been very 
helpful.” 

Another new face to the 
Knights this year was the addition 
of 5 foot 9 Virginia player Tyler 
McNeil who brings ball control 
and experience to the squad. Mc- 
Neil, who previously played ball 
at Fitchburg State, is looking to 
prove he is a point guard capable 
of dominating at the next level, 
and if he leads NECC into the 
playoffs he may have that chance. 

When asking McNeil about 
why so many losses in the first 
semester that lead to a 10 game 
losing streak, his response was 
“we as a group didn’t play smart. 
We didn’t play together, and we 


Men’s Basketball schedule 


facebook.com/neccobserver 


A shot into the Knight 


Mens basketball players show determination and motivation 


didn’t have joy for the game. 
When we got serious about prac- 
tice we started wining.” McNeil 
is also having a great season as he 
is leading the team in assist with 
4 per game. 

With all of the newcomers on 
board a familiar face is leading 
the Knights this year -- 5 foot 
10 Luis Torres is the team cap- 
tain and the engine behind the 
Knights second half turn around. 

Torres is from Lawrence and 
loves to give back to his com- 
munity through sports and is 
very active on and off the court. 
When asked about how he feels 
about being named a captain and 
playing here at NECC, Torres 
responded “‘it’s great! I love be- 
ing a positive role model for my 
community. With a lot of nega- 
tivity around, it’s good for kids 
younger than me to have some- 
thing to look up to. On the court 
I love keeping the team together 
and making sure than everyone is 
engaged at all times.” 


Torres also believes that his . 


team will get into the playoffs as 
the Knights have won three of the 
last four games and are moving 
up the rankings. 

As you can see this team is 
very different than years past and 
the players each have their own 
journey. 

But as times got hard it seems 
that these young guys may be 
capable of turning the season 
around and actually making a 
splash in the playoffs. 

Maybe early in the year no- 
body gave these guys a chance 
but in the second half anything 
can happen during March Mad- 
ness time. 

It could be a long shot if the 
Knights get a low seed in the 
playoffs and have to play a top 
ranked team but asking these 
guys they will tell you that one 
shot is all they need. 


7:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
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Womens Basketball schedule 


Springfield Technical Community College * “ 
Quincy College * 4 
Sat. 8at Bunker Hill Community College * 


University of Connecticut at Avery Point * “ 
at Community College of Rhode Island 
Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology * 4 
Holyoke Community College * “ 

at Bristol Community College * 


* Conference “ Division 
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